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In the nine days since George Smathers
has left us, many people have paused to re-
member.

The senator had become quite a successful
businessman and philanthropist, giving the
University of Florida $20 million for its li-
braries, and the University of Miami $10 mil-
lion for its Wellness Center.

He was, in the words of his biographer,
Brian Crispell, ‘‘congenial, humorous, and
respected as a highly effective orator and
legislator.”

He also has been described as prophetic.

Indeed, he was so sure years ago that
Miami would become a major international
city and gateway to the rest of the hemi-
sphere, that he insisted his sons learn to
speak Spanish.

The year was 1946 when he set his sights on
Congress.

That’s when he took on a four-term incum-
bent U.S. congressman—and, with a group of
young turks in Miami he beat the odds.

That was quite a class that went to Wash-
ington with him. It included the late Jacob
Javits and Hale Boggs.

The young congressman from South Flor-
ida soon became close with President Tru-
man, as the president would visit the Key
West White House for his retreats.

No one will ever forget one of Smathers’
earliest accomplishments, which was helping
to create the Everglades National Park.

While he was in the House of Representa-
tives, he also developed a passion for the pol-
itics and peoples of Latin America, making
some 14 trips there.

Many years later in the Senate, his col-
leagues would refer to him, in jest, as the
Senator from Latin America.

Everyone would laugh, and Senator
Smathers would go along. But he would offer
a disclaimer: Sure he had a specialty in for-
eign affairs in the Western Hemisphere, but
his first duty was being the senator from
Florida.

In 1948, the senator from Florida met Fidel
Castro. And in a private conversation, Fidel
told him he was going to take over Cuba.
Smathers always was leery of Castro. And
sure enough, 11 years later, Castro overthrew
Batista.

While so many in America thought that
was a good thing—ousting the hated dictator
Batista—Smathers was one of the strongest
anti-Castro voices around, saying, ‘“Watch
out for this fellow. You better be careful.”

Leading up to the elections of 1950, Presi-
dent Truman called Smathers to the White
House and asked him to run against Flor-
ida’s incumbent Senator Claude Pepper. Ap-
parently there had been a misunderstanding
between Truman and Pepper, and the presi-
dent still was angry.

Up to that point, Smathers had not seri-
ously considered the Senate.

That 1950 campaign still is noted for re-
marks supposedly made to play on the igno-
rance of certain voters.

Years later, Smathers decided to debunk
the myth by offering a $10,000 personal re-
ward to anyone who could authenticate and
verify his alleged comments.

Nobody could.

When he went to the Senate, George
Smathers joined the ‘‘club.” There were gi-
ants. Symington of Missouri, Johnson of
Texas, Dirksen of Illinois, Kerr of Oklahoma,
Kennedy of Massachusetts. And right there
with them were Smathers and Holland, of
Florida.

Smathers became close friends with John
Kennedy, and was one of the best men in the
wedding party when JFK married Jacqueline
Bouvier.

LBJ depended on George Smathers, too,
even though they differed on a number of
issues.
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When there was a vacancy in the assistant
majority leader, Lyndon Johnson asked
Smathers to fill that position.

And then, when Johnson suffered his heart
attack and was out for seven months,
Smathers filled in as the acting majority
leader.

When LBJ resumed his duties running the
Senate, he asked his friend from Florida to
be his permanent assistant majority leader.

Johnson, who was not accustomed to hear-
ing the word no, had to accept just that from
his friend from Florida.

In 1956, the senator was considered for vice
president, for the first of two times.

During his Senate career, he chaired the
Senate Democratic Campaign Committee
and is credited with passing legislation to
help small businesses, reform immigration
and advance tourism for Florida.

He helped upgrade transportation, and
fought for what would become, under JFK,
the Alliance for Progress in Latin America.

He also helped eliminate the poll tax, es-
tablish the Kennedy Space Center, set up the
Permanent Select Committee on Aging and,
of course, set aside that natural wonder, Ev-
erglades National Park, the ‘“‘River of Grass’
that means so much to us in Florida.

In 1960, he was the southern chairman for
Kennedy and Johnson; and that same year he
created a new judicial district for southern
Florida to handle an increasing case load.

In the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, Smathers
Beach in Key West, named after the senator,
was an antimissile battery. The world now
knows just how close we came to a nuclear
exchange in the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Few know that George Smathers helped
President Kennedy write the speech that
warned the Soviet Union that any attack
upon the United States from Cuba would be
considered an attack by the Soviet Union.

After the Kennedy assassination, Smathers
became a regular at the Johnson White
House and an adviser to LBJ. In 1968, he
turned down presidential nominee Hubert
Humphrey’s offer of being his vice presi-
dential running mate.

The next year, he stepped out of public
service and into private life, ending three
terms in the Senate and two terms in the
House.

Among the many accolades he received,
perhaps the one he prized most came from
Louisiana’s Senator Russell Long. George
Smathers, in Long’s words, ‘“‘was a states-
man.”’

During a lifetime of public service, he also
was a good husband and father, a Marine, a
prosecutor, congressman, senator—a leader.

In later years, George Smathers said when
asked, that he’d like to be remembered as a
fellow ‘‘who worked hard for the people he
represented and did his best for his country.”’

That he will be and much more.

Senator Smathers, thank you on behalf of
a grateful nation.

———

LIHEAP FUNDING

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to speak about a very impor-
tant Federal program that helps hun-
dreds of thousands of Michigan fami-
lies and millions of Americans across
the country. The Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program, known as
LIHEAP, is critically important for
families and seniors who struggle to
pay high energy bills to heat their
homes in the winter and cool their
homes in the summer. Without
LIHEAP, many of these households
would be forced to make the impossible
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choice between paying for energy or
paying for food and medicine.

Today is the National Fuel Funds
Network’s Washington Action Day for
LIHEAP and folks from many different
States will be walking the Halls of
Congress to make sure we know how
important it is to fully fund LIHEAP.

As winter kicks into high gear, the
importance of the LIHEAP program is
even more pronounced. According to
the Energy Information Administra-
tion, American households spent an av-
erage of $948 in 2006 on their winter
heating needs—an increase of $250 over
the 2000-2001 winter season. That might
seem like a modest increase, but for
most Americans living paycheck to
paycheck, it could have disastrous ef-
fects on their household budgets.
LIHEAP assistance, which emphasizes
partnerships between utilities, chari-
table organizations, and State govern-
ments, is a highly effective and cost-ef-
ficient way for our country to help the
neediest families manage these incre-
mental increases in their home energy
costs. It has thus become an important
component of our social safety net.

Not surprisingly, LIHEAP assistance
historically has been targeted to cold-
weather States in the Northeast and
Upper Midwest. In the State of Michi-
gan, for instance, more than 470,000
households received LIHEAP aid in
2006. In recent years, however, the pro-
gram has been retooled in order to rec-
ognize the need to provide similar as-
sistance to warm-weather States in the
South and Southwest to help their
neediest citizens meet their home cool-
ing needs. Last year, more than 6.2 mil-
lion households received assistance na-
tionwide, including many new families
in the warm-weather areas.

Unfortunately, the LIHEAP program
has never been funded to its authorized
level—which recently was raised to $5
billion as part of the Energy Policy Act
of 2005. Even though LIHEAP was fund-
ed at $3.1 billion in fiscal year 2006 the
highest level ever—many who are eligi-
ble remain unable to get help because
there are simply not enough funds to
help them. We need to take a good,
hard look at our funding efforts so that
we are not forced to make unfair
choices between cold and warm-weath-
er States, much less deny support to el-
igible recipients.

Increased gas prices, unforeseen med-
ical bills, sudden unemployment, or
any other unexpected situation that
causes a family’s living costs to rise
while their income stays fixed, forces
families to make some truly hard
choices. But no one should have to
choose between the need to heat and
the need to eat. At its foundation, the
LIHEAP program helps these families
deal with one of the most basic of their
needs—a warm home in wintertime as
they work to regain their footing.

Today, the National Fuel Funds Net-
work has mobilized a coalition of char-
itable organizations such as the Salva-
tion Army and The Heat And Warmth
Fund, THAW, utilities such as CMS En-
ergy and DTE Energy of Michigan,



